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*"oyal prerogative, although, perhaps, it might not be so
regarded by the minority who had the conduct of affairs.
Everi if the civic guard had shown any disposition to
resist, they could thereby only have intensified the troops'
legitimate thirst for battle. I can scarcely fancy that the
King in the summer could have had any doubts as to his
material power to put an end to the revolution in Berlin.
I rather suspect that his mind was exercised by arrihespen-
sees as to whether the Berlin Assembly, and reconciliation
'with it and its legal footing, could be made use of directly
or indirectly, under some constellation or other; either by
rneans of a combination with or against the Frankfort
parliament, or by the use of pressure on the German ques-
tion from other quarters. He may have doubted, too,
whether the formal breach with Prussian popular repre-.
sentation would compromise German prospects. In any
case, I do not think the King's inclinations were responsible
for the procession in German colours; he was at that time
so much affected both in body and mind that he could offer
but little resistance to any suggestions that were made to
him with decision.

During my intercourse at Sans-Souci, I gained knowl-
edge of the persons who possessed the confidence of the
King, even in political matters, and sometimes met them
in his cabinet. They were, in particular, Generals von
Gerlach and von Rauch, and subsequently Niebuhr, the
Private Secretary.

Rauch was the more practical of the two. Gerlach, in
deciding upon actual events, had a weakness for clever
aphorisms; he had a noble nature with high ideals, and
was free from the fanaticism of his brother, President
Ludwig von Gerlach; in private life modest and as help-
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